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Mrs. Henry O. Havemeyer 
Veteran Feminist and devoted member of the National Woman's Party, who 
died at her home in New York City on January 6, 1929. She was a valiant 
worker for woman suffrage and for Equal Rights, and her memory will always 
be cherished by the members of the National Woman's Party. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 

The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 


this article by appropriate legislation.” 
[Senate Joint Resolution Number 64.] 


Introduced in the Senate, January 4, 1928, 
by Smznator CHARLES Curtis, Kansas. 
Introduced in the House, May 18, 1928, 
by REPRESENTATIVE FREDERICK W. MAGRapy, 
Pennsylvania. 


Equal Rights 


Why Do They Think That Way? 


OME time since a distinguished New York friend of the National Weman’s 
S Party sent us her copy of the December Bulletin of the New York 

Women’s Trade Union League with the following comment: “The 
Bulletin sent out by the New York Women’s Trade Union League has an 
extremely amusing ‘gibe’ which I have marked. If they had realized how 
awfully funny that was, they wouldn’t have used it. I suppose they think 
women. need special protection because they are so superior !” 


We quote from the Bulletin, indicating by italics the section to which 
reference was made: \“With men and women both available for a given job, 
which does the employer choose, and why? This question should come first 
in any logical attempt to secure equal employment opportunity for women 
and men. Hatreme Feminists, however, with a bias of sex inferiority, and 
organized employers with a bias of self-interest, would have us believe that 
labor laws for women are the governing factor in women’s opportunities for 
employment, 

“Something else determines the division of labor between men and women 
in industry. Mainly, it is the fact that women can be hired ‘cheaper’ than 
men. That is the plain, unvarnished, regrettable and unpalatable truth of the 
matter. Of course, it is also true that other factors enter into this question of 
opportunity, sometimes more heavily, but usually less. The woman applicant 
may not get the job if it is not recognized as a ‘woman’s job’—one that women 
have always done, in the textile or sewing trades, for example, or in stores, 
restaurants, laundries, or kitchens. Or, no matter how capable the woman, 
or how unprejudiced the employer, she may not be accepted if he thinks cus- 
tomers, or the community, will object to women on such a job; or if he 
thinks the entrance of women will cause dissatisfaction and thence disturbed 
morale of the men on his force—for workmen fiaturally fear the competition 


of women. But mainly it is the classification of ‘women’s jobs’ that is rooted 


in the minds of men-employers, employes, and the public, too.” 


HERE is something pitiable in the viewpoint of the writer of this article 
in the Bulletin. Is it not obvious to any normal mind that if women are 
hedged about by “protective” laws that do not apply to their male competitors 
they must in order to equalize their worth to the employer offer their services 
“cheaper” than men? Is it not also plain that if women have this government 
label attached to their wings, marking them off conspicuously as not belonging 
to the general labor market, they will forever be condemned to accept the cheap 
and degraded “woman’s jobs”? And is it not also clear that men will 
“naturally” continue to fear the competition of a cheap and handicapped class 
of workers? : 
We do not believe that men necessarily fear the competition of women 
simply because of their sex. Their fear is based on the ground that women 


have heretofore always been forced by custom and its counterpart, the law, 


to offer their services “cheaper” than men can afford to in order to secure any 
jobs at all, Men fear women as scabs, not as women, and protective legisla- 
tion forces women to scab on the men. | 

If the case were reversed it would be clear even to welfare workers. Sup- 


pose men were the victims of “protective” laws applying to the male sex » 


alone while women were free to offer their services to the employer without 
encumbrance on the best terms they could get. Wouldn’t the men have to 
offer their services “cheaper” in order to get the job? And wouldn’t they 
therefore be a menace to the free workers, the women, and meet with their 
‘natural’ hostility whenever they attempted to enter a new field? Of course 
they would. Even a moron could get that point. 

If you are to have equal employment opportunity and equal pay, you 
have got to be able to offer equal services on equal terms to the employer 
without interference by the law. 

Plain. Clear. So clear that it makes us pity the writer of the article in 
the Bulletin who, as a result of over- compensation, accuses Feminists of hav- 
ing a sex inferiority complex when, in point:of fact, Feminists base their 
whole faith on the belief that men and women are equals and therefore should 
be so regarded under the law. 

We echo our New York friend: Do they, the welfare workers, think women 
need special protective legislation because, mentally and physically, they are 


he equals or even the superiors of men? 
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N a bleak, dreary, storm ridden 
() February morning six years ago a 

quiet little figure in black stepped 
off an early morning train and slipped out 
of the Chicago station. Reporters and 
camera men notified that Mrs. H. O. 
Havemeyer was coming to Chicago to ad- 
dress a mass meeting were all lined up, 
but not one of them even noticed her. 
They were too busy stopping all likely 
candidates — busy, important - looking 
women. 


It was bitter freezing weather. The 
reporters camped at our headquarters ask- 
ing innumerable questions, demanding a 
condensed encyclopedia of all the legal 
disabilities of women, as the Equal Rights 
campaign had only recently started. Mrs. 
Havemeyer attended a breakfast, lunch- 
eon, tea, and dinner in her honor, at all of 
which she spoke. In between she managed 
to steal a few minutes to go to her room 
to mend her dress, and to change for the 
evening. She was then seventy, yet not 
once, despite the constant strain on her, 
did she plead fatigue, nor fail to charm 
her audiences and everyone that met her, 
with her graciousness, her charm, her 
lively wit and her infectious laugh. 

The winter before she had spent two 


weeks campaigning in up-State New York. | 


Regularly the house detective would rap, 
wake her, and ask her to lock her bed- 
room door. The management was ob- 
viously anxious not to take the respon- 
sibility of having her unprotected in their 
hotel, while it never even occurred to Mrs. 
Havemeyer that she was a person about 
whom extra precautions for safety might 
be taken. She had no fears, raised no 
barricades, nursed no complexes about 
herself as an individual of great wealth 
and therefore to be set apart. 


Occasionally, if she were relieved of 
endless speaking engagements and inter- 
views, she would go wandering through 
the town. Once I ran into her and al- 
most shamefacedly, like a little girl she 


By Rebecca Hourwich 


‘+ apologized for her package, and then 


poked the brown paper bag under my 
nose. “Don’t they smell good?” she in- 
sisted. “You know,” she gaily went on. 
“T never can get bananas ripe enough. And 
I just love them when they are soft and 
squashy. I noticed that fruitstand when 
we drove by today, and I could tell just 
by the looks of the bananas that they 
would be just right, and I made up my 


mind I’d hunt them up and have them!” 


It was on that same trip that Mrs. 
Havemeyer spoke at a drawing room meet- 
ing. At the close of her speech a woman 
rose and paid her a tribute which centered 
chiefly round the fact that Mrs. Have- 
meyer, who could afford to live in idleness 
and Jaxury in New York, had deigned to 
come there and that, therefore, the women 
owed her a rising vote of thanks. 


Mrs. Havemeyer was the first to rise. 


_ Her eyes were about to tear, her voice 


shook a little as she countered with, 
“Please, I am the one to be grateful .... 
and I never cease to be grateful to the 
Woman’s Party for the new world of 
women they opened up to me. Some of 
the finest women I have ever met I met 
in the Woman’s Party. I am glad to have 
known them, and I feel privileged to be 
counted as one of the party workers—one 
of them.” 

It was this aim to prove herself one of 
the workers that she fully realized. She 
went to Washington when Wilson was 
burned in effigy at the Lafayette statue 
and insisted that the policeman arrest 
her as he had the younger women: She 
served a sentence in jail; she spoke in 
every section of the country; she licked 
stamps and addressed envelopes; she 
lobbied and addressed legislatures; she 
interviewed editors, candidates, office- 
holders, presidents, and governors; she 
wrote articles; she gave as generously of 
her time and spirit as her energy permitted. 
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An Appreciation of Mrs. Havemeyer 


When she was on the Woman’s Party 
special, which housed a score of other 
women, she lived almost a month con- 
fined to just her berth, and she was the 
first to be up each morning, cheerful, ra- 
diant, eager to do that day’s appointed 
task. No one ever heard her complain of 
lack of comforts. When others complained, 
for such trips are bound to be weary, she 
would tax her ingenuity to provide greater 
ease for them. After a stretch of speak- 
ing and handshaking, if there were no 
place to eat at midnight before the train 
pulled out, except at a musty-smelling 
station hot dog stand, she shamed all the 
others by the evident relish with which 
she munched a hot dog and drank her 
mug of coffee. 


Nor was she adventuring in the novel, 
the remote from her daily experience. She 
was merely acting naturally, being her- 
self, as she was on al} occasions. She 
was blessed with a true simplicity, a 
deep inner conviction that manifested it- 
self consistently, that she was as other 
people, and that her lot was the common 
position just then being meted out. Pri- 
marily, though, she was unconscious of 
self, warmly interested in all about her, 
eager and anxious to make others as un- 


affectedly happy..as.she had. once been. 


Something of this fine spirit of per- 
sonal joy always reached people with 
whom she came even in briefest contact. 
It colored her every act and spoken word 
Many knew her as beautifully brave, a 
valiant fighter who staunchly kept on 
through the last days of her life. But 
her inspiration chiefly lay in the subtle 
blend of her admirable qualities that fused 
into a personality that kept to the golden 
trail because of love of mankind, that 
set up the fellowship of men and women, 
and women among each other, not as 
a merely practical and attainable goal, 
but as the goal of the human heart. We 


will cherish her memory as a rare human 
being. 


National Council Adopts Resolution Mrs. Havemeyer 


HE following resolution on the 
fi. death of Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer was 

adopted by the National Council of 
the National Woman’s Party at a meet- 
ing held at the National Headquarters in 
Washington, on January 15th. 

The National Council of the National 
Woman’s Party expresses its deep sor- 
row in the death of our beloved member 
and friend, Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer. 
woman movement has suffered an irrep- 
arable loss in the death of this valiant 


The 


crusader for the freedom of women. 

For years Mrs. Havemeyer worked in- 
defatigably in State and national cam- 
paigns that won suffrage for women, and 
after the suffrage victory gave most valu- 
able support to the work for Equal Rights 
which the Woman’s Party then under- 
took. 


Mrs. Havemeyer experienced the hard- 


ships of strenuous traveling and speak- 


ing for suffrage and Equal Rights always 
without complaint and with unfailing 


good humor. She inspired women in all 
parts of the country who loved and ad- 
mired her for her devotion to women, for 
her graciousness of manner and the burn- 
ing feeling of her speeches always touched 
with charm and penetrating humor. 

The National Council extends to the 
family of Mrs. Havemeyer its sincerest 
sympathy. Her memory will always be 
cherished by the Woman’s Party as a be- 
loved and a devoted worker in the cause 
of women. | 
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Equal Rights 


States Report Equal Rights Activities 


| OMAN ‘8 PARTY branches in 
every part of the country are | 


working for the passage of Equal 
Rights bills in the legislatures that are 
now meeting. During the past week re- 
ports have been received at National 
Headquarters from States reaching from 
Vermont to Arizona indicating active in- 
terest in Equal Rights legislation. 
Charlotte Vaughan, a member of the 
House of Representatives of the Vermont 
Legislature, writes from the State House 
in Montpelier that she desires all the in- 
formation the Woman’s Party can furnish 
her on laws relating to women in Ver- 
mont because, as a member of the legis- 
lature, she wants to work for the better- 
ment of women. Burnita Shelton Mat- 
thews who is in charge of the drawing ~ 
of the Equal Rights bills, has sent to 
Mrs. Vaughan a bill making Vermont 
women eligible for jury service, and also 
a bill to amend a section of the law which 
now makes it possible for the father to 
name a guardian of a minor child by will. 
In Massachusetts, Representative Dow 
of Methuen has introduced in the House 
a bill giving the mother Equal Rights 
with the father to the services and earn- 
ings of minor children. Eleanor Calnan 


the Massachusetts State Committee of 


~ Women 


HE drive of the Women’s Division 
ops of the National Amateur Athletic 

Federation to curb the intensity of 
athletics for women gained considerable 
impetus on January 5 when the delegates 
of the division, at the final session of the 
fifth annual meeting, held at the Hotel 
Pennsylvania, New York City, went on 
record as being opposed to women par- 
ticipating in Olympic competition, accord- 
ing to the new York Times. The problem 
was the dominant topic of the three-day 
meeting and the resolution was adopted 
after much discussion. | 

A committee headed by Agnes R. Way- 
man, head of the department of physical 
education at Barnard College, drew up 
the resolution aimed at women ‘in the 
Olympics. This resolution was accom- 
panied by two others proposing varied 
programs for women in conjunction with 
but not as a part of the Olympic games. 

The vote on the resolution was 54 to 11. 
Helen Bunting led the group who voted 
against the resolution. She adhered to 
her policy of the first day of the meeting, 
when she declared that she favored co- 
operation with the Olympic body. 

The second resolution was carried by 
the close vote of 37 to 25, while the third 
was accepted unanimously. 

{Three reasons were given for the adop- 
tion of the clause opposing women in the 


the Woman’s Party who arranged with 
Mr. Dow for the introduction of this bill, 
is giving active assistance with the legis- 
lative work of the Massachusetts branch. 

Elsie Hill will direct the work for the 
passage of three Equal Rights bills by 
the Connecticut Legislature—equal pay 
for teachers, a jury bill and one giving the 
mother Equal Rights with the father to the 
services and earnings of minor children. 

A jury service bill will also be intro- 
duced in the Nebraska Legislature by the 


- Woman’s Party branch in that State of 


which Dr. Laura Pfeiffer, professor of 
history, at the University of Nebraska, is 
chairman. Helen McGerr, a practicing 


lawyer in Lincoln, former chairman of | 


the Nebraska branch of the Woman’s 
of arty, writes that an earnest effort will 

made to secure the passage of the bill. 
“Other Lincoln members of the Nebraska 


Committee who will give active assistance _ 


with the legislative work are Dr. Inez 
Philbrick, one of the leading physicians 
of Nebraska, and Grace McGerr, a lawyer 
and secretary-treasurer of the Nebraska 
branch. | 

Susan N. B. Gray of Colorado Springs, 
treasurer of the Colorado branch of the 
Woman’s Party, conferred in Denver last 
week with Representative Helen Beatty 


Olympic games. The competition, ac- 
cording to the reasons, involves special- 
ized training for the few, opportunity for 
the exploitation of the athletes-and pos- 
sible overstrain during the games. 

As a substitute for women participating 


actively in the Olympics, the delegates 


adopted a resolution suggesting the stag- 
ing of a festival which might include 
dancing, music, singing, mass sports and 
conferences. This would be,,7un simul- 
taneously with the Olympics, but con- 
ducted entirely by the Women’s Division 
of the N. A. A. F. 

In order to spread further the division’s 
policy of more athletics, but of the less 
arduous type, the delegates accepted a 


resolution calling on all members of the | 


division in various parts of the country 
to strive for the introduction of sports 
and games of the favored type. 

The resolutions follow: 

“I. We do not approve of competition 
for women in the Olympic games for three 
reasons. The games involve: 

“(1) Specialized training for the few. 

“(2) Opportunity for the exploitation 
of girls and women. | 

“(3) Possible overstrain in training 
and during the contests. 

“TI. Inasmuch as the United States is 
acting in the capacity of host at the 
Olympic games of 1932, the women’s divi- 


Noland who introduced the Equal Rights 
blanket bill in the House. Mrs. Gray 
writes that Representative King of Den- 
ver who said he is “strong” for the Equal 
Rights bill, joined with Representative 
Noland in its introduction. It is most 
helpful to have Representative King’s sup- 
port since the Equal Rights bill has been 
referred to the Judiciary Committee, of 
which he is chairman. Senator Elliott is 
the sponsor of the Equal Rights bill in 
the Senate. The Colorado Committee is 
seeing to it that every member of the 
Senate and House Judiciary Committee 
is supplied with Equal Rights literature. 

Mrs. Opal LeBaron Whitmore of Tuc- 
son, vice-chairman of the Arizona branch 


of the Woman’s Party, and Mrs. Leroy 


Miller, also of Tucson, the treasurer of 
the branch, will go to Phoenix this winter 
to lead the work for Equal Rights bills in 
the legislature. The Arizona branch is 
introducing a bill giving equal pay for 
teachers and one making women eligible 
for service on juries. A letter from Mrs. 
Whitmore says that Arizona women who 


have been voters since 1912 are particu- 


larly interested in jury service and she 
counts upon the help of women in every 
part of the State in obtaining the npengnge 
of this bill. 


Adopt Non-Olympic Rule 


sion of the National Amateur Athletic 
Federation makes the following sugges- 
tions: 

“(1) That we send a letter to the proper 
committee offering to assist in every way 
possible in the arapeier certs: of the women 
participants. 

“(2) That we get in touch with the 


proper authorities and ask for the oppor- 


tunity of putting on during the games — 
a festival of some sort, which might in- 
clude music, dancing, singing, mass sports — 
and games, banquets, conferences, etc. _ 

“IIT. That we go back to our com- 
munities determined to do all in our 
power to spread further the principle ad- 
vocated by the women’s division, and to 
work unceasingly toward putting on for 
girls a broad program of sports and games 
of the right sort and in the right way.” 

The executive committee was asked, by 
resolution, to appoint a committee to 
study the Olympic situation in order to 
determine the effect on women partici- 
pants. 

Three new members were elected to the 
executive committee. They are Edith M. 
Gates, director of health education of the 
national board, Y. W. C. A.; Ruth Atkin- 
son, head of the department of physical 
education at the University of California, 
and Helen Bunting, director of physical 
education at Stanford University. 
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Cuban Feminists Naw As ociation 


women has become so strong and 
popular in Cuba that it has resulted 
jn the formation, by numerous groups of 
distinguished women of Cuban society, of 
a new Feminist organization, the “Alianza 
Nacional Feminista.” 

At a meeting recently held in the Salon 
de Actos de la Asociacién de Reporters at 
Havana, Doctora Ofelia Dominguez and 
Sefiora Pilar J orge de Tella explained that 
the object of the association is to work 
for the vote for the women of Cuba and to 
undertake work with Congress for com- 
plete legal rights for women. 

At this meeting the Alianza planned 
to visit President Machado to ask him 
to use his influence and power with the 
Legislature to give the vote to women. 

The following officers were elected: 
Presidenta: Sra. Maria Montalvo de Soto 
Navarro, Vice-Presidentas : doctora Ofelia 
Navarro, doctora Julia Mar- 


T HE sentiment for Equal Rights for 


When Was 


Equa Ricuts of November 24 con- 
taining under the title of “Inter- 
national Feminism Is Born” a speech 
made by Viscountess Rhondda at a meet- 
ing of the Six Point Group only reached 
me a few days ago. May I ask you to give 
space to a. somewhat belated answer 
to some of the remarks made by Lady 
Rhondda on that occasion? | 
I am sure that Lady Rhondda’s state- 
ments that International Feminism was 
“porn” recently, in the Year of Grace 
1928, must have surprised all those among 


am the copy of 


your readers who know something of the 


history of the international women’s 
movement. In the face of Lady Rhondda’s 
statements, one must be allowed to harbor 
some doubts as to the extent of her fa- 
miliarity with that history. The two 
‘women’s organizations, who have taken, 
and are taking part in international Fem- 
inist movements are the International 
Council of Women and the International 
Alliance of Women for Suffrage and 
Equal Citizenship, but of these Lady 
Rhondda only mentions the latter, prob- 
ably because the International Council of 
Women deals with many other needed re- 
forms in addition to recognized Feminist 
questions. The International Alliance 
for Suffrage and Equal Citizenship was 
founded in 1904, with the special object 
of promoting woman’s franchise in the 
different countries—an object which later, 
when more and more countries had 
granted their women the right to vote, 
was extended to inclide other aspects 
of citizenship. 


tinez, sefioras Celia Sarra de Averhoff, 
Maria Cabrera de F. Espinosa, Rafaela 
Mederos de Fernandez y seforita Horten- 
sia Lamar. Secretaria de Actas: doctora 
Elena Mederos de Gonzalez. Vice-Secre- 
taria de Actas; Sra. Julia Sedano de 
Campos. Secretaria de Correspondencia: 
Sra. Margot Bafios de Manach. Vice- 
Secretaria de Correspondencia: Sra. 
Lillian Mederos. de Baralt. Tesorera: 


Sra. Leticia de Arriba de Alonso. Vice- 


Tesorrera: senorita Rosario Guillaume. 
Vocales:, senora Pilar Jorge de Tella, 
doctora Margarita Lopez, sefiora Eloisa 
Sanchez de Taboadela, doctora Julia 


| Crespo de Aguado, sefora Rosa Castro de 


Zaldo, senora Fulgencia Santana de Lores, 
doctora Rita Fernandez, sefiora Rosa 
Arredondo de Vega, sefiora Mercedes 
Madrazo, sefiora Rosa Sanchez de Al- 
liegro; sefiora Maria Lopez de Pérez, 
sehora Eudosia Lara. Vocales Suplentes: 
Guadalupe Villamil de Bafios, sehora Ma- 
ria Josefa Vidaurreta de Marinello, sefio- 


rita ‘ton Leclere, sefiorita Pelegrina 
Sarda, sefiora Ana Maria Gonzalez de 
Arrovo, doctora Dolores de la Torriente . 
de Valle, sefiorita Helena Lobo, sefiorita — 
Consuelo Machado, sefiora Veneranda 
Martinez, sefiora Andrea Arango de Llo- 
part, doctora Maria Julia de Lara de 


_ Gonzalez, sefiora Juana Gonzalez de Ras- 


kow, and Herminia Bustamante. 

Among others who were present were 
las sefioras: Bertha Arocena de Mar- 
tinez Marquez; Pilar Arroyo de San Juan; 
Rosalia Ruiz de Bustamante; Ofelia G. 
Giol; Consuelo Castell6 de Betancourt; 
Ana Batalle de Fuentes; Jacinta Torres 
de Salazar; Ana Batalle de Fuentes; 
Caridad Cruz de Miranda; Carmela Her- 
nandez de O’Farril Nena Grande Uriarte; 
Fela Gonzalez de Hernandez; Lola Bor- 
rero; Otilia André; Marquesa de Tjedra. 
Sefioritas: Silvia Ardstegui; Josefina 
Tarafa; Carola Olavarria; Ernestina 
Sarra; Rebeca Gutiérrez; Carmelina 
Guancte; Mercedes 


International Feminism Born? 


Letter F riulein Gertrud 

M. Giinther, London, England, Editor of 

the Bulletin of the International Council 
of Women. 


~ 


But long before 1904, a group of pro- 


gressive women in the United States had 


conceived the idea—then absolutely new 
and unheard of—to unite women of all 
countries in an International Council, 
with the purpose of devising “new and 
more effective methods for securing 
equality and justice.” Among the pro- 
motors of that idea were such pioneers 
of woman’s suffrage as Susan B. Anthony, 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and May Wright 
Sewall. It was their hope, as they ex- 


pressed it in the Call to a first inter- 


national meeting of women, issued in 


1887 that such a council would “impress 


the important lesson that the position of 
women anywhere affects their position 
everywhere.” This first meeting was 
eventually held in 1888, when the Inter- 
national Council of Women was founded. 
It consists today of National Councils in 
40 countries, each of them being the centre 
of a number of national organizations, 
all working for advance in the position 
of women nationally and internationally 
in different domains of public and social 
life, and meeting together from time to 
time to take international action in sup- 
port of their demands. 

According to Lady Rhondda, the ac- 
tivity of the international women’s organi- 
zations has on the whole up to now been 
limited to international conferences, when 
the women of different countries meet, 


“mainly for the purpose of talk and. dis. 
cussion.” Lady Rhondda admits that the 
conferences have had some other “effects,” 
though she speaks of them as being 
“largely by-preducts”—the thrashing-out 
of questions, passing of resolutions and 
presenting them to the right quarters, 
agreement upon common lines of policy, 
and arranging to have pressure brought 
to bear on national and international au- 
thorities. This last phrase even recognizes 


the existence of organized methods of 


international co-operation among women 
to attain their ends, and since 1888 one 
of the main purposes of the International 
Council of Women has been the attain- 
ment of full civil and political rights for 
women equally with men. These two big 


| international bodies, the International 


Council of Women and the Integgatienal 
Alliance of Women for Suffrage and Equal 
Citizenship, have given very definite sap- 
port during many years to their national 
groups and auxiliaries to secure Equal 
Rights in their own countries. And it 
is quite incomprehensible that Lady 
Rhondda should state that “the joining 
together of world feminists for inter- 
national action” has for the first time been 
realized by the promoters of the Equal 


Rights Treaty. We claim, with all due 


respect for the American pioneers, who 
launched the idea of the Equal Rights 
Treaty in 1928, that international femi- 
nism was born in 1888, when the older 
group of American pioneers, Susan B. 
Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 
May Wright Sewall, conceived the idea 
that led to the foundation of the Inter- 
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national Council of Women. The women, 


who later formed the International Wom- 
an Suffrage Alliance, a special Feminist 
organization, were nearly all members of 
the International Council of Women, and 
their work has been unceasingly of Femi- 
nist character. 

- It is impossible to dwell here on all the 
practical steps towards: fietional and in- 
ternational action which have been taken 
by the International Council of Women 
and the International Alliance of Wom- 
en for Suffrage and Equal Citizenship. 
But we may recall two actions of world- 
wide importance. One of these was the 
historic achievement accomplished by 
these two organizations on the occasion 
of the Allied Conference held in 1919 for 
the drawing-up of the Peace Treaties, 
when various interviews took place re- 
sulting in a deputation from these bodies 
being received by President Wilson, as 
chairman of the League of Nations Com- 
mittee. The outcome was the inclusion of 
a clause in the Covenant of the League of 
Nations, which opens all posts under or 
in connection with the League equally to 
man and women. This was, indeed, the 
international action quoted as a precedent 
by the group of women, led by Miss Doris 
Stevens, who asked leave to place the 
Equal Rights Treaty before the plenipo- 
tentiaries gathered in Paris for the signa- 
ture of the Kellogg Pact. | 


HE second and more recent was the 


formation of 4 Joint Standing Comimit- 


tee of Women’s International Organiza- 
tions for securing the appointment of 
women to the international and expert 
committees of the League of Nations. This 
action was the result of a resolution passed 
by the international Council of Women at 
its Quinquennial Council Meeting in 
Washington in 1925. The Joint Commit- 
tee consists of representatives of the 
following organizations: The World’s 


Cuban Women Gain in Suffrage Drive 
OMEN of Matanzas, Cuba, have 
joined in an Equal Rights for women 

movement, and have requested the Ha- 

vana center of the Alianza Nacional Femi- 
nista (National Feminist Alliance) for 
membership in the organization, which is 
now carrying on a concerted fight for the 

vote in 1929. 

Reports reaching here from Matanzas 
say women of that city are headed by 
wives of high politicians and society lead- 
ers and that virtually all prominent 
women are aligned in the movement de- 
signed to carry through the votes-for- 
women fight in Havana. 

Announcements at women’s headquar- 
ters in Havana are that the entire island 
is being organized for a drive. It is also 


Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
(founded in 1883), the International 
Council of Women (founded in 1888), 
the World’s Young Women’s Christian 
Association (founded in 1894), the Inter- 
national Council of Nurses (founded in 
1899), the International Alliance of Wom- 
en for Suffrage and Equal Citizenship 
(founded in 1904), the Women’s Inter- 
national League for Peace and Freedom 
(founded im 1915), the World Union 


of Women for International Concord 
(founded in 1915), and the International | 
Federation of University Women (founded 


in 1919). This committee not only presses 
for the appointment of women to bodies 
and committees under the League, but 
also for the representation of women’s 
interests at conferences held under the 


auspices of the League and the Inter- 


national Labor Office and its activity can 
already be said to have attained some 
measure of success. It submitted to the 
Secretariat of the League names of women 
experts for appointment as delegates to 
the Economic Conference held at Geneva, 


in 1927, and had the satisfaction of see- 


ing Dr. van Dorp (Holland), Mrs. Bar- 
bara Wootton (Great Britain) and Dr. 
Marie Elizabeth Liders (Germany) in- 
vited by M. Theunis, the president of the 
conference, to attend the conference and 
take part in its work. 

A further result of the activity of the 
Joint Standing Committee was the invi- 
tation extended to Dr. Liiders to attend 
the meetings of the League of Nations 
Consultative Economic Committee, held 
at Geneva in May, 1928. 

At the time of the meeting of the last 
assembly of the League of Nations, the 
International Council of Women joined 
with the other international women’s 
organizations forming part of the Joint 


‘Standing Committee in a number of inter- 
views with delegates to the Assembly, — 


asking for their interest in the appoint- 


Feminist Notes 


said that no time will be lost in bringing 
about the signing of the equal suffrage 
measure introduced into the Cuban Con- 
stitution last year and which remains 
only to be signed by the President. 


Women in Ministry 
Y¥ vote of the members, both men and 
women, of the National Protestant 
Church of Geneva, women graduates in 
theology have recently been admitted to 
the ranks of the clergy as associate pas- 
tors. They may preach, baptize, marry, 
conduct funerals, give religious instruc- 
tion, administer the Lord’s Supper. They 
may substitute for the pastor in his ab- 
sence, but they are not yet permitted to 
take the headship of a parish. Nothing 
is said as to whether women ministers 


Equal Rights 


ment of a woman to the governing body 
of the International Institute for Edu- 
cational Cinematograph. Since then the 
list of members of the governing body has 
been made public and it includes the name 
of Sefiora Gabriella Mistral from Chile. 

Another deputation was to the Chief 
of the League of Nations Legal Section 
when the question of the participation of 
women in the Conference for the Codifi- 


cation of International Law was dis- 


cussed. This interview was followed up 
by a letter to all members of the Council 
of the League, drawing their attention 
to the special interest taken by the wom- 
en’s organizations in this conference as 
the question of nationality, including the 
nationality of married women, was to be 
one of the subjects on the Agenda. The 
result of this “international action” has 


been’ that the following resolution was 


passed by the Assembly: 

“The Assembly, considering that the 
question of nationality which is on the 
Agenda of the conference is of special in- 
terest to women, and that Article 7 of 
the Covenant embodies the principle that 
all positions under or in connection with 
the League shall be open equally to men 
and women, expresses the hope that the 
members of the League, when invited to 
the forthcoming conference, will consider 
the desirability of taking these considera- 
tions into account in composing their 
delegations.” | 

These examples of work actively in 
progress will suffice to demonstrate that 
international feminism has been a live 
movement for at least forty years. In 
the face of facts it is difficult to under- 


stand how Lady Rhondda can date the 


birth of international feminism from the 
promulgation of an Equal Rights Treaty, 
which important as it is, marks but one 
of the many milestones on a road, built by 
the common efforts, the common action 
of women in all countries. 


may or may not marry. Although the 
church has been separate from the State 
for some years in Switzerland, the voting 
procedure was the same as it would have 
been in a political election, except that 
while women may vote as church mem- 
bers, they have not the political vote. 
The question of the marriage of women 
ministers was discussed at a conference 
of the Union of Women Ministers, 
which was attended by fourteen of them 
and by two women theological studerts. 
Several of these women are married; two 
have children. They were unanimous in 
declaring that, far from being an obstacle 
to the practice of their profession, mar- 
riage and motherhood gave them experi- 
ence which was most useful in their min- 
istry. | 
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_A Business Woman From Argentina 
A. ND now comes the “fruit commis- 
sioner,” | | 

This newly appointed official of the Ar- 
gentine Republic is a woman, Mrs. Zim- 
melman de Tashof of Buenos Aires. She 
is scheduled to arrive in the United States 
at an early date, and her mission is to 
create a demand in this country for Ar- 
gentine fruit. This demand, Mrs. Tashof 
believes, can be stimulated by a series of 
lectures which she proposes to deliver in 
jeading cities. Not only will the fruit 
commissioner give lectures, but by the 
- aid of motion pictures she will take her 
audiences direct to some of the most high- 
ly developed vineyard, orchard and melon 
regions to be found in the world. 

Mrs. Tashof, who comes direct from 
Argentina, is a business woman herself 
and has long been associated with the 
fruit-growing industry. 


Women Judges in Ressin 
HE part played by women in Soviet 


Russia in the activities of judicial in- © 


stitutions is increasing from year to year. 

This is shown by the growth in the num- 
ber of women occupied in the Moscow 
courts in responsible and technical posi- 
tions. 

- Thus the percentage of women among 

_ the members of the Provincial Court, the 
. people’s judges, substitute judges, et 


“cetera, amounted to 6.3 per cent. in 1926, 


to 11.4 per cent. in 1927, and to 12.6 per 
cent. in-1928. The figures show that the 
number of woman judges has doubled in 
the course of the last three years.. A sim- 
ilar increase is shown by the number of 
women workers who are at the head of the 
various departments. The clerical staff 
of the provincial courts includes over 50 
per cent. women. | 
Among the women who are active as 
judges, thirteen have risen to these posi- 
tions from industrial establishments, 


while four of them have come over from | 


other government institutions. 


Bulgarian Women Seek Equality 
HE Federation of Bulgarian Women’s 
Societies, consisting of sixty-seven or- 
ganizations with a membership of 7,000 
women, is working for the following ob- 
jects: | 

Enfranchisement of all adult Bulgarian 
women, beginning with the right to vote 
in municipal elections and the right to be 
chosen on school boards. 

The right of women to be admitted to 
the bar. 

An increase in the number of pro- 
fessional and occupational schools for 
girls. 7 | | 

Equal responsibility on the part of the 
father for the support of children born 
out of wedlock. | 


Equal rights and authority as between 


husband and wife to property acquired 


during the course of married life. 

Equal inheritance laws. | 

Equal opportunities in public office, in- 
cluding teaching in the schools. 

“Although women have a hard lot in 
Bulgaria and are not treated with suffi- 
cient respect, they are steadily advanc- 


ing,” comments the Christian Science 


Monitor. “They teach in all schools, in- 
cluding the university, serve as experts 
in agriculture and domestic science, fill 
administrative positions, and are among 
the best poets and artists in the country. 
The Government also has promised to 
send women delegates to international 
conferences.” 


Equal Rights Asked by Empire Women 
NFRANCHISEMENT of the women 
of South Africa, the Province of 

Quebec, and Bermuda is demanded by the 

British Commonwealth League, consisting 

of women of the various divisions of the 

British Empire. 


The League at its last meeting also 
urged prompt action on the proposal to 


grant British women everywhere the same 


right possessed by men to retain their 
own nationality upon marriage to a 
foreigner, and urged the appointment of 
women as delegates and technical advisors 


and assessors accompanying ministerial 


groups attending imperial and other con- 
ferences, and on all commissions, boards, 
and other groups dealing with empire 


policy. 


The League also protested against the 
action of the International Labor Con- 


ference in preparing a convention on mini- 


mum wage fixing machinery without in- 
corporating in it the principle of the 
League of Nations constitution that men 
and women shall receive equal remunera- 
tion for work of equal value. 


Mussolini Aids Telephone Girls 


LTHOUGH Mussolini believes that 
women are not qualified to vote, 
he believes they are qualified to be tele 
phone operators, according to an Aséo- 
ciated Press dispatch, and he also believes 
that marriage does not disqualify them 
for this work. Thirty girls lost their 
jobs as telephone operators when they 
married, and the Premier ordered them 
reinstated and the rule changed so that 
any employe may marry without losing 
his or her job. | 


Highest Standing 
F one thousand candidates who took 
the examinations for the post of hos- 


pital externe in France, a young woman, 


Marguerite Dauban, passed with the high- 
est standing. Three other women were 
among the highest ten. 
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For Women on Trade Courts 

BILL making business women eligi- 
: ble as members of trade courts has 
been favorably reported to the French 
House of Deputies. Mme. Lanvin, the 
noted couturiere, is strongly in favor of 
this measure. In an interview she called 
attention to the fact that not only are 
women sole managers of many important 
business houses in France, but that even 
more concerns have been built up by 
women with a judgment and business 
sense which many men might envy. 
“Allowing women to sit in trade courts,” 
she said, “is merely correcting one of the 
too numerous anachronisms which still 
encumber our law.” 


Equality in Postal Service 

HE French Parliament has passed a 
4 bill abolishing the artificial distinc- 
tions between men and women engaged 
in clerical work in post offices. Although 


they do the same work, men are classed 
as “clerks” and receive higher pay than 


the women, who are classed as “lady em- 
ployes.” Promotions to the higher posts 
are made only from the grade of clerks. 
The new law will not only equalize the 
rates of pay. It will give women equal 
opportunity with men for advancement, 
establishing a principle demanded by 
women in all branches of the Government 
service. The men clerks formed -an ‘or- 
ganization to oppose the bill, but could 
not defeat it. 


Licensed Navigator 
RINCESS ILEANA is the first woman 
licensed navigator in Roumania. She 
was commissioned a captain in the Rou- 
manian Navy after passing the required 
examinations. | 


Philippine Women in Business 
R. MARIA PAZ MENDOZA-GUA- 
ZOIN, M.D., College of Medicine, 


University of the Philippines, gives an 


interesting picture of the developing life 
of Filipino women from the pre-Spanish 
times to the present in a booklet entitled, 
“The Development and Progress of the 
Filipino Women,” printed by the Island 
Government through its Public Welfare 
Commission, 1928. The following excerpt 
deals with “Women in Business” : 

“During the Spanish regime there was 
a large number of women farm proprietors 
who worked either through their tenants 
or by hired managers, and many women 
earned their living on the farms, in the 
factories, or at home. Under the new 
regime the sphere of action of the new 
woman, who is better equipped in every 
respect today, has expanded a hundred- 
fold. 

“Today we find Filipino women as man- 
agers of large farms and sugar planta- 
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‘real estate.” Women” 


eign’ ‘fruits ‘on’ ‘the niarkets of this. ‘eity 


inist organization, voted. enthusiastically 


to continue to work “to secure the politi- 
cal, social, and economic equality between 
men and women,” now that suffrage on 


-equal’terms has been to 
women. 


The chairman, | in. moving this 
thon, begged . members. to. bear, in mind 
that the Alliance is an equalitarian 80- 


ety, and: ‘not to attempt, to drag in ex- 


INCE Equal Rights is a permanent 
record’ of éach State’s part in the 


_.. struggle for ‘Equal Rights, I should Tike 


add some facts to. Mrs. Karr’s article, 


which are laws today. 


Mrs 


‘How New Jersey: Did Tt?” in the issue of 
_ Noyember 24, 1928. | 

“While Mrs. Karr’s statement that bills. 
were introduced by Assemblyman Chand- 
iess is incorrect, I think it should be 


“made clear that through the splendid ef- 
. forts of Mr. Chandless in the Assembly 


our bills were passed there. He did not 
introduce any of our bills, but he took 
most successful ematge of all’ those that 
passed the Senate. 

The fact also should be brought out 
that Essex County does not stand alone. 
in its work for the ‘National Woman’s 
Party in New Jersey. It was a ‘Bergen 
County Senator, Hon. William B. Mackay 
of Hackensack, who introduced seven of 
the eight National Woman’s Party bills 
‘It was a Bergen 
County Assemblyman, Hon. Ralph Chand- 


less, who whipped all pills 
tion of young and 


the Round*Table, gave invaluable assist- 
ance in securing Senator Edwards’ en- 
dorsement of the Equal Rights Amend- 


ment. 


‘While the work that the Newark Wom- 
en’s Republican Club did for Equal Rights 
in the recent election campaign is greatly 
. appreciated, it can hardly be said that it 


“Was a faetor in securing the eight Equal 


Rights | laws which have already 
passed New Jersey. 

Then certainly credit must be given to 
Elizabeth “Vrooman of Ridgefield 


other colleges). 


News from tl 


Manila) is by woman, The 


‘women | ‘are managed® by women, as are 


-also some of’ the ladies’ dormitories (in 


broideries in 1921 amounted to 15,000,000 
pesos; that of hats in 1919 was 1,190,020. 
DebOR. The: for these 


ratholic Women for Eq ual 


traneous subjects. 

“There are peace societies for vaciiiate 
to join, temperance societies for those spe- 
cially interested in temperance—let mem- 


_ bers join as many societies as they choose, 


but let St. Joan’s remain an ae 
society,” she said.. 


She enumerated he: many. items on the . 


program still to be won, equal pay, equal 
opportunities, equal ‘moral standard, 


women police, raising the age of marriage, 


opening of service, ét cetera. 


Park, who. was: the prev igus 
the New Jersey State Braneh; to Mrs. 
Bertha Irving of Haddonfield, Mrs. Ethel 
Enders: of: Ridgefield, Park and:Mr. DB, Fe 
Pachella. df. Hackensack, ‘who- assisted: 
With the work on several Equal Rights 
bills, and to Mrs. George Vickers of Jer- 
sey City. 

There are a few corrections that should 
be made in the spelling of proper names: 
Senator McKaye should be Senator Mac- 
kay; Senator Lauson, Senator Larson, 
and Assemblyman Wolbu, Senator Joseph 
Wolber. Enpmrs, 


J°HE National Woman’s Party was 
4A. scheduled to havea hearing on the 
Equal Rights Amendment before the Sub- 
Committee of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee; which has the amendment in 
charge, on Friday morning, February Ist. 
The members of the Sub-Committee are 
Senator Charles W. Waterman of Colo- 


rado, chairman; Senator Frederick Stei-. 
Senator. ay | Joseph Wood Krutch, Rey. Ernest 


ver, of 
Maud Younger. of. California who; as 

congressional chairman of .the Woman’ Ss 
Party, is in charge of the work in .Con- 
gress for the amendment, was appointed 
to preside at the hearing. Among the 
speakers invited were Lavina Dock of 
Pennsylvania, chairman of the Nurses’ 
Council. of the Woman’s Party and a 


pioneer in the Equal Rights movement; 7 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


Mrs. Jane Norman Smith of New York, 
chairman of the National Council of the 
Woman’s Party; Burnita Shelton Mat- 
thews of Mississippi, chairman of the 
Lawyers’ Council; Emma Wold of Oregon, 
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“The exportation of em- 


“was dune largely by Filipino » women, en, This 


is also true ‘as to cigars and cigarettes, 


from shells, and lates. Fuss 


“The present exodus of the THocanos to 
Hawaii has compelled the women of that 


Fegion to work in the fiélds,-which the 
have deserted to cultivate a foreign 
soil. Hats off to those women? 


Rights 


4 


ee" 4 * 


The Alliance also adopted a resolution 
to do its utmost to give help and encour- 
agement to the Catholic women of the 
Latin countries in their fight to achieve 
political freedom, but refused to adopt a 
resolution, to: “concentrate” on such work, 
since so much remains to be done. in Eng- 
land to, achieve complete Equal ices 
between men and women. — 

This report is. faithfully taken from 
the official orgam of the Alliance, the 
Catholic. Citizen. 


Pell of New York; inember of the National 

Council; Mrs.’ ‘Maty Murray of Brooklyn, 
chairman of the Tadustrial Council; and 


‘Mary Moss Wellborn of: na- 


The details of the hearing and éxtracts 
from the speeches will be given in next | 
week's issue of RicHTs. 


‘Dr. Is Guest of Honor 
R. N. LOUISE LAWRENCE of Bos- 
ton,.a. Founder of the National Wom- 


-an’s Party, was the guest’ of? National 


Headquarters at. tea ‘Thursday afternoon. 


Dr. Lawrence is spending a few weeks in 


Washington after a year’s travel abroad. 


HAVELOCK ELLIS 


number of the Birth Control Review is an 
unique contribution to magazine literature. 
Articles by Robert Morse Lovett, August 
Forel, Dr. G. V. Hamilton, Dr. H. W. Long, 

| Mary. Austin, Julian Huxley, Van Wyck © 


and others.< Start your. , 


. Send $2 with this Ad to the | ‘ 


BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 Fifth Avenue, New York City 


Printers 


600 EAST LOMBARD STREET | 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
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